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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

IN RE APPLICATION OF: Masahiko OGAWA, et al. GAU: 
SERIAL NO: New Application EXAMINER: 
FILED: Herewith 
FOR: HAIR DYE COMPOSITIONS 

REQUEST FOR PRIORITY 

COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 22313 

SIR: 

■ Full benefit of the filing date of U.S. Apphcation Serial Number 09/722,483, filed November 28, 2000, is claimed 
pursuant to the provisions of 35 U.S.C. §120. 

□ Full benefit of the filing date(s) of U.S. Provisional Application(s) is claimed pursuant to the provisions of 35 U.S.C. 
§119(e): Application No. Date Filed 

H Applicants claim any right to priority from any earlier filed applications to which they may be entitled pursuant to 
the provisions of 35 U.S.C. §119, as noted below. 

In the matter of the above-identified application for patent, notice is hereby given that the applicants claim as priority: 

COUNTRY APPLICATION NUMBER MQNTH/D AY/YEAR 

Japan 1 1-343352 December 2, 1999 

Certified copies of the corresponding Convention Application(s) 

□ are submitted herewith 

□ will be submitted prior to payment of the Final Fee 

■ were filed in prior application Serial No. 09/722,483 filed November 28, 2000. 

□ were submitted to the International Bureau in PCT Application Number 

Receipt of the certified copies by the International Bureau in a timely manner under PCT Rule 17, 1(a) has been 
acknowledged as evidenced by the attached PCT/IB/304. 

□ (A) Application Serial No.(s) were filed in prior application Serial No. filed ; and 

□ (B) Application Serial No.(s) 

□ are submitted herewith 

□ will be submitted prior to payment of the Final Fee 

Respectfully Submitted, 

OBLON, SPIVAK, McCLELLAND, 
MAIER & NEUSTADT, P.C. 

/^^/^^^^^^ 

Norman F. Obion 
Registration No. 24,6 1 8 




22850 



Tel. (703)413-3000 
Fax. (703)413-2220 
(OSMMN 05/03) 



Frederick D. Vastine, Ph.D. 
Registration No. 27,013 



Mailing Date: March 19, 2002 

Notification of Reasons for Refusal 



Patent Application No. 1999-343352 

Applied Provision: Patent Law Article 29(2) and 36 

This application should be refused for the reasons mentioned below. If the applicant 
has any argument against the reason, such argument should be submitted within 60 days 
from the mailing date of this notification. 

Reasons 

1. Claims 1-3 are obvious over the references 1-4 listed below. 

Reference 1 discloses a hair treatment agent containing ammonia, ammonium salt 
and chelating agent, which has a pH comparable to that of the present claim 1. It is not 
difficult to replace the metal salt used in Example 1 with the salts of the transition metal 
recited in claim 1. 

Reference 2 discloses a hair treatment agent containing ammonia, iron salt and 
chelating agent. As described in References 3 and 4, combined use of ammonia and 
ammonium salt is well known and therefore it is easy to combine the hair treatment 
agent of Reference 2 with any ammonium salt for a skilled artisan. 

2. Clarity objection 

(1) The term "transition metal salt" in claim 1 is obscure because its breadth is unclear. 

(2) Comparison Example 5 suggests that some of the hair treatment agent of claim 1 
cannot perform the effect of the present invention. 

(3) Since hair treatment agent of Example 3 does not contain ammonium salt, this 
Example cannot be an Example of the present invention. Nonetheless, the agent of 
Example 3 is described to display excellent properties. This contradiction should be 
clarified. 

List of Documents cited 

1. Japanese patent application publication No. 1995-149618 

2. Japanese patent application publication No. 1986-130209 

3. Japanese patent application publication No. 1985-155108 

4. Japanese patent application publication No. 1989-165514 
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